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STATOS OF Tf-Hi U.S,.S 


,R. ATOMIC T-m igY PM)JPJCT 


J.iie Jointi Niiolear teergy .intelligence Goramittee toakes the following esti'mit© 
ox future bomo capabilities the light of recent events» 


1® Rie e^qnlosion, so'fie,rh0re in Siberia on or About 26 August 1949 , 
of a Soxriet atomic bomb (presjtimably their first) made of pliitoniura confiraa 
cur prmdoiis conclusion thai the Soviet atomic energy t)ro;ject was directed 
toward tAe production of piutordura bombs. 


2, Tile l^ing ox this date has made possible the reevaluation of mch 
fragmentary xnfonnation whioli previously we could not interriret, Hiis 
reevaluatioriy together with some new information, leads to the fonowln^ 
conclusion: 


U‘S.E. 3 . tea had one and possibly two graphite-moderated 
producoioa px^.es an opaj acaon since about October 194S. It 

® pst>duction pile under conatruition 

f shortly. There is no evidence or -Vcdica.-. 

(.xon that the Soviets are developing a uran3.um isotope sanaration 
process at the present time, . ««• -‘'j-uii 

of ® ooDclvsion, on current estimates of the Mr, 

J a^?Ailable, on one assumption that the first bomb assembled 
4.SS imsdlately, md on ih© assumption that their plants will ooerate 

efficiency, it is estiiiiated that the maxS-tRum number of bombs In the 
.'>ov3.et stockpile will b© roughly; -'-o xn ti.c 

10 by the end of 1949 
2fj by mid-1950 
50 by inid~l 951 
75 by iald- 195 a 
110 by mld~1953 

(For loi^ rimge planning purposes after mid- 1953 , tlie bomb uroduct-^on r-^-A 

?i- f 3 r- Tialcing these estimates baaed on a plutoniur 

bomb, it ia assumed tnat the Soviets will jmt Into effect br mid iQ-so 

STheTT proe. tares to pile operation rooLtly iMStuW’" 

o^. tt ^ -ppy 

vs . ^jp^CBXxon or produccron methods xyhich we o-i 
nocT. will provra© a more efficient ^ ^ t 

+r» IT « % u utinsgation of their limited 

Btoekp'iie by a 3 nb^tiS'‘’L'-fer iilttoe ts 

neeaen to tooreese «113 
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This report has beean agreed upon by the members of the Joint Nuclear 
Energy Intelligence Committfje v/nich is composed of represisntatives 
of the De;arti!i0nts of Stat<’;, Army, Navy-j and Air Foro©;^ tlie Atomic 
Fomergy CcMiutlssion, and the Centi'al Intelligence Agency. 
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STATUS OF THE U.S^3«R. ATOMIC EMKaS Y PHXrPSf 


flte Joiili* Nucleax* Energy feteHigence CowtRiti;©® jaakea the following eatiiaate 
oi, lutnx*® n«S«SeRs boinh capabilities In trie light of recent e’/ssits* 

!«. !Rie esqplosion, aomewher® in Siberia, on or abonfc 28 Aagast i 949 j 
o-f. a ooviet atoiiDlc bomb (presninably 'their first) made of ■r.lutoiil'iM coiijFixiKs 
oxir prevrions conclusion that the Soviet atomic energy proj ect was directed 
tofiard the production of plutonium bomba* 

A a The fixing of this date has made possible the I'et-vuluation of much 
fr^igmentary information iidiiich previously ?ie could not interpret. Based on 
uaxs rewaluation and soims new informatiorij on current eatimatas of the 
TTi/jejoLmum amount of uranium available, on the assumption that the first bomb 
ssoembled was tasted immediately, and on the assumption that their plants 
■vfiil operate at high efficiency, it is estimated that the msxinum number 
of tombs in the Soviet stockpile will be roughly* 

10 by the end of I 949 
50 by mid~l951 
110 by sdd»l953 

la maiclng these estimates based on a plutonium bcsnb, it iy ass-omed that 
th© Soviets will put into effect by mid,-.l 950 the more impcrtant improved 
procedures in pile operation recently instituted in the U. S, 
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